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The Peru: Eighth International Gold Symposium constitutes one of the events of major international relevance to the mining - metallurgical and financial fields.  The purpose of this eight edition is to show the world the development that Peruvian mining has achieved over the past years, enabling Peru to become the First Gold Producer in Latin America and the Fifth worldwide.  
This Symposium seeks to promote and disseminate knowledge of the natural resources potential and its significance for developing countries, as well as contribute to generating new investments and business opportunities, not only in Peru but also throughout the entire Latin American region.   

In addition, this event will be an excellent occasion to obtain first-hand information about new projects in the region, the market situation, price perspectives, as well as an integral view of their influence on world economy trends. 

Furthermore, it will contribute to joining entrepreneurs together through strategic alliances in today’s globalized world, and exchanging knowledge at the institutional and academic levels.     

ORGANIZATION AND PROMOTION
The Peru: Eighth International Gold Symposium is organized by the Gold Committee of the National Society of Mining, Oil and Energy (SNMPE).  The Chair of the Organizing Committee of this eighth version will be Dr. Veronica Marsano, Vice-President of Minera Aurifera Retamas S.A., who is also the chair of the Gold Committee of SNMPE, accompanied by renowned entrepreneurs and professionals linked to the industry.  

The Eighth International Gold Symposium has the backing of the Ministry of Energy and Mines and the National Society of Mining, Oil and Energy and the sponsorship of prestigious national and international companies.

Organizing Committee:

· Veronica Marsano, Chair 
· Guillermo Albareda 

· Eva Arias 

· Isac Burstein 

· Carolina Castilla 

· Domingo Drago

· Hans Flury

· Juan Gonzales Vigil

· Salvador Gutierrez

· Jose Miguel Morales

· Felix Navarro-Grau

· Caterina Podesta

· Marisol  Valdez

International Advisors:

· Andre Gauthier (China)

· Leonard Harris (U.S.A.)

· Victoria Vargas (Canada)

International Consulting Board:

· Roque Benavides, President & CEO, Cia. de Minas Buenaventura S.A.A. 

· Igor Gonzales, President South-America,  Barrick Gold Corporation

· Oscar Gonzalez Rocha, Executive President, Southern Peru Copper Corporation

· Eduardo Hochschild, Vice-President and CEO, Cía. Minera Ares S.A.C.

· Carlos Santa Cruz, Vice-President South America Operations, Newmont Mining Corporation
ABOUT THE PROGRAM
The lecturers of the Peru: Eighth International World Symposium will be world-class executives and analysts linked with gold-related matters, as well as Peru’s political authorities, among others.  The Program of the Symposium has been structured as follows:

Tuesday, May 20, 2008

· Inaugural Ceremony

· Gold Mining Perspectives – Large-Scale Producers

· Gold Projects in Peru

· Investing in Gold Companies – Price of Gold and Gold Stocks

Wednesday, May 21, 2008

· Future of the Price of Gold and Precious Metals

· Gold Mining Perspectives – Medium-Scale Producers

· Major World Projects

· Latin American Projects

· Peru’s Potential Projects

· Mining, Gold and the Stock Exchange

Thursday, May 22, 2008

· Gold Market

· An Overview of Mining in Latin American

· Mining Business

· Mining Advancements

· Closing Ceremony with the participation of the Keynote Speaker and the President of the Republic of Peru, Dr. Alan García Perez.  

Master Lectures

It is worth recalling that in the Sixth International Gold Symposium carried out in May, 2004, the Master Lecture was given by the Former President of the now-extinct Soviet Union, Mikhail Gorbachev, 1990 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate.

Mr. Gorbachev left two clear messages; one for the entrepreneurs and another for politicians.

"The world needs successful businesses that yield profits, but that also undertake social and environmental tasks; otherwise, their development will not be sustainable.”   

"Customarily, politicians are solely thinking about the next elections and, therefore, it takes a Statesman to think about the future."

In the Seventh International Gold Symposium carried out in May, 2006, the Master Lecture was given by Former Primer Minister of New Zealand and Former Director General of The World Trade Organization (WTO), Mike Moore, who addressed the topic of Globalization and Trade. 

Mr. Moore also left important messages: “Free trade is an endowment of opportunities that compels us to be competent and efficient.  Competition obliges companies to grow and become larger, and this way of doing business prevents entrepreneurs from having to knock on the Government’s door to request special treatment. Competition promotes investments and demands a fair and transparent economy; thus, it is an important element to fight against corruption.” 

“The more open, the more democratic, the more independent the economy is, the better the country and the workers will do.” 

“Investors are terrified by politicians that may change their minds overnight.  Therefore, the Peruvian Government must be transparent and predictable and have a good business environment; that is, friendly towards the business world.  To that effect, democracy is key to the country’s development.” 

ABOUT THE GOLD COMMITTEE
The Gold Committee is a group of members of the National Society of Mining, Oil and Energy, with more than twenty years of active and fruitful work aimed at contributing to the development of the Peruvian gold industry. The Committee is made up of major gold producers and mining companies with interesting gold projects and prospects.  
